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WEEK 3

STUDY SHEET
	IDIOM
	DEFINITION
	EXAMPLE

	1. (It's) better than nothing.
	Having something that is not satisfactory is better than having nothing at all. 
	John: Did you see your room? How do you like it?    

Jane: Well, I guess it's better than nothing.

	2. point of fact
	a question which must be answered by reference to facts and evidence
	Point of fact: Did Mr. and Mrs. Jones leave their 10 year-old child home alone with their baby for 4 days?

	3. come out of the woodwork also crawl out of the woodwork
	to appear suddenly and unexpectedly 

Usage note: usually said about someone who was not invited or wanted 

Etymology: based on the idea of insects that suddenly come out from under boards in a house where they have been hidden
	If you try to lose weight, people will come out of the woodwork to offer advice. 

	4. Down to earth 
	practical and realistic
	The movie star is a down-to-earth person.

	5. run out of
	To exhaust the supply of: ran out of fuel.
	I don’t want to run out of gas in the desert.

	6. My life flashed before my eyes.
	when the body confronts danger and freezes, people report seeing visual images of their lives
	A few years back I was close to getting killed in an accident. During that split second I realized what was about to happen, my entire life flashed before my eyes. Everything started going in slow motion and both childhood and adult memories I hadn't thought of in many years rushed through my head.

	7. have smoke/steam coming out of one’s ears
	to be very angry about something
	Do you have steam coming out of your ears? Whether it's global warming or annoying bodily functions, unscrupulous politicians or bad TV, I want to hear about it.

	8. be as good as one’s word
	to keep a promise 
	Jack said he would call and he was as good as his word.

	9. castles in the air
	plans or hopes that have very little chance of happening 
	· She tells me she's planned out her whole career, but as far as I can see it's all just castles in the air. 
· Before you start building castles in the air, just think how much all this is likely to cost. 

	10. a penny saved is a penny earned
	Money that you save is more valuable than money that you spend right away.; It is good to save money. 
	· Now that you have your first job, you ought to open a savings account. A penny saved is a penny earned. 
· Mary worked hard to save money; she knew that a penny saved is a penny earned.

	11. stomach (verb)
	to put up with something painful or difficult
	I cannot stomach the gossip going around about the new girl, because it’s just being spread for spite.

	12. step on it
	used to tell someone to drive faster or to hurry
	Could you step on it? I'm late.

	13. keep/have an open mind
	to be receptive to different opinions and ideas
	The judge cautioned the jury to keep an open mind while hearing the evidence.

	14. Don't take my word for it.
	This is what I think. I may not be correct. You should solicit additional opinions.
	I think she will be coming back around three, but don't take my word for it.
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FITB
	1. A few years back I was close to getting killed in an accident. During that split second I realized what was about to happen, my entire life ____________________________________. Everything started going in slow motion and both childhood and adult memories I hadn't thought of in many years rushed through my head.

2. Could you ____________________? I'm late.

3. Do you have ______________________________? Whether it's global warming or annoying bodily functions, unscrupulous politicians or bad TV, I want to hear about it.

4. I cannot _______________ the gossip going around about the new girl, because it’s just being spread for spite.

5. I don’t want to ____________________ gas in the desert.

6. I think she will be coming back around three, but _______ _______________________.

7. If you try to lose weight, people will _________________ __________________ to offer advice. 

8. Jack said he would call and he was __________________ ____________________.

9. John: Did you see your room? How do you like it?                 Jane: Well, I guess _______________________________.

10. Now that you have your first job, you ought to open a savings account. _________________________________________.
11. _______________________: Did Mr. and Mrs. Jones leave their 10 year-old child home alone with their baby for 4 days?

12. She tells me she's planned out her whole career, but as far as I can see it's all just ____________________________.

13. The judge cautioned the jury to _____________________ _________________ while hearing the evidence.

14. The movie star is a _______________________ person.
	· it's better than nothing
· A penny saved is a penny earned

· as good as his word

· castles in the air

· come out of the woodwork
· don't take my word for it
· down-to-earth 

· steam coming out of your ears

· keep an open mind

· flashed before my eyes
· Point of fact

· run out of

· step on it

· stomach
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