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WEEK 3

STUDY SHEET
	IDIOM
	MEANING
	EXAMPLE

	1. out of a clear blue sky
	suddenly, when you are not expecting it 
	· Then one day, completely out of the blue, I had a letter from her.
· The invasion came out of a clear blue sky and caught everyone off guard.

	2. green
	kind to the environment
	Many businesses are now recognizing the benefits of using green technology to reduce their carbon footprint and to minimize waste.

	3. Actions speak louder than words.
	What you do is more important than what you say.
	Of course the government has made all sorts of promises but as we all know, actions speak louder than words. 

	4. a / one hell of a someone or something
	1. a very bad person or thing
	· That's a hell of a way to treat someone who's a friend.
· He's a hell of a driver! Watch out!

	
	2. a very good person or thing
	· He is one hell of a guy. We really like him. 

· We had a hell of a good time.

	Variations:  Use caution with hell; many people prefer heck. 

Sometimes it is spelled helluva in informal writing. 

In extremely informal speech (slang) it is pronounced hella.

	5. the whole nine yards 
	completely, the whole thing, everything
	I was mugged. They took my wallet, my keys, my shoes, – the whole nine yards!

	6. on a shoestring
	with a very small amount of money
	· We lived on a shoestring for years before I got a good-paying job. 
· John traveled to Florida on a shoestring.

	7. cut someone some slack 
	to allow someone to do something that is not usually allowed, or to treat someone less severely than is usual 
	Officials have asked the Environmental Protection Agency to cut Utah some slack in enforcing the Clean Air Act.

	8. hold one's head up high
	to show that you are proud of something 
	When this country has full employment and an education system for all, then we can hold our head up high.

	9. a raw deal
	an unfair way of treating someone 
	· We're getting a raw deal with the new tax laws. 
· The fact is that kids who are taught in classes of over thirty get a raw deal.


FITB
	1. He is one ____________________ a guy. We really like him. 

2. I was mugged. They took my wallet, my keys, my shoes, – the whole ____________________ !

3. Many businesses are now recognizing the benefits of using ____________________ technology to reduce their carbon footprint and to minimize waste.

4. Of course the government has made all sorts of promises but as we all know, actions _______________________ than words. 

5. Officials have asked the Environmental Protection Agency to cut Utah ____________________ in enforcing the Clean Air Act.

6. The fact is that kids who are taught in classes of over thirty get a ____________________ deal.

7. The invasion came out of a ______________________________ and caught everyone off guard.

8. We lived on a ____________________ for years before I got a good-paying job. 

9. When this country has full employment and an education system for all, then we can ____________________ head up high.
	· clear blue sky
· green

· hell of
· hold our
· nine yards
· raw
· shoestring

· some slack 

· speak louder
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Matching
	1. _____ a hell of a
2. _____ a raw deal
3. _____ Actions speak louder than words.

4. _____ cut someone some slack 

5. _____ green

6. _____ hold one's head up high

7. _____ on a shoestring

8. _____ out of a clear blue sky
9. _____ the whole nine yards
	A. a very good or bad person or thing
B. an unfair way of treating someone 
C. completely, the whole thing, everything

D. kind to the environment

E. suddenly, when you are not expecting it 

F. to allow someone to do something that is not usually allowed, or to treat someone less severely than is usual 

G. to show that you are proud of something 

H. What you do is more important than what you say.

I. with a very small amount of money
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