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STUDY SHEET

	IDIOM
	DEFINITION
	EXAMPLE

	1. put one’s thinking cap on
	to start to think seriously about how to solve a problem 
	Let me put my thinking cap on and see if I can come up with an answer.

	2. hunt down
	to search for someone until you find them, usually in order to kill or punish them 
	Chandler's mission was to hunt down and kill a German agent in Switzerland.

	3. wear off
	when a feeling or the effect of something like anesthetic or alcohol gradually disappears 
	· The anesthetic wears off after a couple of hours. 
· There was an initial excitement but it's started to wear off. 
· He used to spend all day playing with his computer games, but the novelty soon wore off.

	4. chill out 
	to relax completely, or not allow things to upset you 
	· Sit down, have a drink and chill out, girl! 
· We spent the whole week chilling out in the country. 

	5. get a kick out of something 
	to enjoy doing something very much 
	· Anyone who gets a kick out of horror movies will love this show. 
· I get a real kick out of shopping for new shoes.

	6. kick in the (seat of the) pants
	a strong message of encouragement or demand
	· All he needs is a kick in the seat of the pants to get him going. 
· A kick in the pants will get her moving.

	7. play second fiddle
	when someone else is in a stronger position or is more important than you 
	You'll have to choose between your wife and me. I won't play second fiddle to anyone.

	8. leap of faith
	the act or an instance of believing or trusting in something intangible or incapable of being proved
	It required a leap of faith to pursue this unusual step of transplanting an animals' heart into a human patient.

	9. Look before you leap.
	something that you say in order to advise someone to think about possible problems before doing something 
	If you're thinking of buying a house, my advice is, look before you leap.

	10. work/race against the clock
	to work very fast because you know you only have a limited period of time to do something 
	Scientists were working against the clock to collect specimens before the volcano erupted again.

	11. horse around 
	to behave in a stupid or careless way
	He was horsing around in the kitchen and broke one of my favorite mugs.

	12. follow suit 
	to do the same thing as someone else
	When one airline reduces its prices, the rest soon follow suit.

	13. to come up short
	to fail to meet expectations, to fall short of a goal or aspiration
	· The Devils came up short in the last game of the season. 
· The vote was close, but in the end the Democrats came up short.

	14. It's raining cats and dogs! 
	something that you say when it is raining very heavily
	It's raining cats and dogs out there! It's a wonder any of the men can see what they're doing!

	15. Use your loaf.
	used to tell someone in a slightly angry way that they should think more carefully about what they are doing
	You haven't even switched the thing on. Come on, Jamie, use your loaf!

	The term comes from WW1 when trench warfare played a large part in battle. Sniper fire was rampant so if a soldier who had been lying in a trench for some time popped his head up to see if all was clear, he'd be likely to lose it. So instead they used to stick a loaf of bread from their rations on their bayonet and raise that in the air instead. 

	16. a white lie
	a lie that you tell in order not to upset someone 
	I don't see the harm in telling the occasional white lie if it spares someone's feelings.

	17. spin one's wheels
	to expend effort with no result
	If we're just spinning our wheels, let us know and we'll quit.

	18. bastard           RUDE SLANG
	1 an offensive word for a man you do not like 
	You stupid little bastard!

	
	2 an offensive word for a child whose parents are not married
	He was born in 1798, the bastard son of a country squire and his mistress.

	19. be tuned in 
	to have a good understanding of what is happening in a situation or what other people are thinking
	She just doesn't seem to be tuned in to her students' needs.


FITB
	1. All he needs is a ___________________________________ to get him going. 

2. Chandler's mission was to ____________________ and kill a German agent in Switzerland.
3. He was born in 1798, the _______________ son of a country squire and his mistress.

4. He was _________________________ in the kitchen and broke one of my favorite mugs.

5. I don't see the harm in telling the occasional ___________________ if it spares someone's feelings.

6. I __________________________________ out of shopping for new shoes.

7. If we're just ____________________________, let us know and we'll quit.
8. If you're thinking of buying a house, my advice is, _________________ _______________________.
9. It required a _______________________ to pursue this unusual step of transplanting an animals' heart into a human patient.

10. It's ________________________________ out there! It's a wonder any of the men can see what they're doing!
11. Let me ___________________________________ and see if I can come up with an answer.
12. Scientists were ___________________________________ to collect specimens before the volcano erupted again.

13. She just doesn't seem to be ______________________ to her students' needs.
14. Sit down, have a drink and _________________________, girl! 

15. The vote was close, but in the end the Democrats _______________________.

16. There was an initial excitement but it's started to _____________________. 

17. When one airline reduces its prices, the rest soon ______________________.

18. You haven't even switched the thing on. Come on Jamie, _______________ ____________________!
19. You'll have to choose between your wife and me. I won't _______________ _____________________________to anyone.
	· white lie

· bastard

· came up short
· chill out 

· follow suit 

· get a real kick 

· horsing around 

· hunt down
· kick in the seat of the pants 
· leap of faith

· look before you leap
· play second fiddle

· put my thinking cap on

· raining cats and dogs
· spinning our wheels

· tuned in 

· use your loaf
· wear off

· working against the clock


