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WEEK 4

STUDY SHEET
	IDIOM
	DEFINITION
	EXAMPLE

	1. go in for something
	1. to do something regularly, or to enjoy something
	I've never really gone in for classical music, but I love jazz.

	
	2. to take part in a competition
	Are you planning to go in for the 100 meters race?

	2. jack of all trades, master of none
	a person that is competent with many skills but is not outstanding in any particular one
	Bill can do plumbing, carpentry, or a bit of gardening - he's a jack of all trades, really.

	
	NOTE: Today, the phrase used in its entirety generally describes a person whose knowledge, while covering a number of areas, is superficial in all of them. When abbreviated as simply is more ambiguous and the user's intention may vary, depending on context.

	3. walk a mile in someone’s shoes
	You should try to understand someone before criticizing them.
	Yeah, before you abuse, criticize, and accuse, walk a mile in my shoes. -song lyrics

	4. pull someone's leg
	to tell someone something that is not true as a way of joking with them
	· You don't mean that. You're just pulling my leg. 

· Don't believe him. He's just pulling your leg. 

· Is he really angry with me or do you think he's just pulling my leg?

	5. cook up something or cook something up
	1. to make a meal quickly
	While I was having a bath, Pete cooked up a large pot of vegetable soup.

	
	2. to invent something, especially in a dishonest or very imaginative way
	· He cooked up a plan to set fire to his garage and then claim $15,000 from the insurance company. 

· Her mother asked her if she'd been in the bar, so she had to cook up a story about working late in the library.

	6. play down something or play something down
	to try to make people believe that something is not very important, or that it is not likely to happen
	· Ministers played down the prospect of a spring election. 

· Military spokesmen tried to play down the seriousness of the incident. 

	7. bite someone's head off
	to respond with anger or impatience to someone's question or comment
	He'll bite your head off if you ask for anything. 

	8. Every cloud has a silver lining.
	Be hopeful because difficult times always lead to better days. People sometimes say this to comfort somebody who's having problems.
	· I'm sorry your business is going badly, but don't despair. Every cloud has a silver lining. 

· When Mary's friends visited her in the hospital, they tried to cheer her up, but Mary never could find the silver lining in the cloud of her illness.

	9. off the wall
	eccentric, unconventional
	That idea of opening a 100-seat theater is off the wall. 

	
	NOTE: This expression probably originated in baseball or some other sport in which the ball can bounce off a wall in an erratic way.

	10. paint a bleak/rosy etc. picture of something
	to describe a situation in a particular way
	· The article paints a bleak (= hopeless) picture of the future. 

· He painted a rosy (= happy) picture of family life.

	11. Curiosity killed the cat.
	something that you say in order to warn someone not to ask too many questions about something
	Don't ask about his divorce--curiosity killed the cat. 

	12. between a rock and a hard place
	having to make a difficult decision between two things that are equally unpleasant
	I'm caught between a rock and a hard place. If I go with Isobel, it'll be much more expensive and if I go with Julie, Isobel probably won't speak to me again. 

	13. Hobson's choice
	a free choice in which only one option is offered; a choice between taking the option or not; "take it or leave it"
	Henry Ford was said to have sold the Ford Model T with the famous Hobson's choice of "any color... so long as it is black".
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	1. Bill can do plumbing, carpentry, or a bit of gardening - he's a ______________________________, really.
2. Don't ask about his divorce--__________________________. 

3. He __________________________ of family life.

4. He'll _____________________ if you ask for anything. 

5. Henry Ford was said to have sold the Ford Model T with the famous _____________________ of "any color... so long as it is black".
6. Her mother asked her if she'd been in the bar, so she had to _____________________ a story about working late in the library.

7. I'm __________________________________________. If I go with Isobel, it'll be much more expensive and if I go with Julie, Isobel probably won't speak to me again. 

8. I'm sorry your business is going badly, but don't despair. _____ ________________________________. 
9. Is he really angry with me or do you think he's just __________ ___________?

10. I've never really _____________________ classical music, but I love jazz.

11. Military spokesmen tried to _____________________ the seriousness of the incident. 

12. That idea of opening a 100-seat theater is _________________. 

13. Yeah, before you abuse, criticize, and accuse, _____________ _________________________. -song lyrics
	· gone in for
· jack of all trades

· walk a mile in my shoes

· pulling my leg

· cook up
· play down
· bite your head off

· Every cloud has a silver lining

· off the wall

· painted a rosy picture
· curiosity killed the cat
· between a rock and a hard place

· Hobson's choice
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