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Name ______________________

Idioms

Date ______________________

What is an idiom?


	IDIOM
	DEFINITION
	EXAMPLE

	1. Money doesn't grow on trees.
	Money is not easy to get and you must work hard for it.
	The girl's father often says that money doesn't grow on trees when she asks him for money. 

	2. The early bird catches the worm.
	Arriving early gives one an advantage.
	My boss always comes to work early because he believes that the early bird catches the worm. 

	3. The pen is mightier than the sword.
	Writing and ideas are more powerful than the use of force.
	The pen is mightier than the sword and a good idea or strong beliefs will defeat the strongest army. 

	4. to be broke
	to have no money
	I am broke and I cannot go to a movie tonight. 

	5. to cover all of one's bases
	to thoroughly prepare for or deal with a situation
	I tried to cover all of my bases when I went to the job interview. 

	6. to hold one's horses
	to stop and wait patiently for someone or something
	"Hold your horses," I said when my friend started to leave the store. 

	7. to run around like a chicken with its head cut off
	to run around with what seems to be no purpose
	I ran around like a chicken with its head cut off as I tried to prepare for my holidays.

	8. to run along with (someone or something)
	to run beside or at the same pace as someone or something
	The dog ran along with the bicycle.

	9. to run around (somewhere)
	to go to various places to do something
	I spent the day running around downtown.

	10. to run around with (someone)
	to be friends and do things with someone or with a group
	The boy is running around with a bad group of people.

	11. to run into (someone)
	to meet someone by chance
	I ran into my friend in a restaurant yesterday.

	12. to sit on the fence
	not making a clear choice regarding some issue
	The politician sat on the fence and would not give his opinion about the tax issue.


FITB

	Directions: Fill in the blanks with the appropriate idiom from the right hand side.

	1. "______________________________," I said when my friend started to leave the store. 

2. I ____________________ and I cannot go to a movie tonight. 

3. I tried to ________________________________________ when I went to the job interview. 

4. I spent the day _________________________ downtown.
5. I ____________________________________________ ________________ as I tried to prepare for my holidays.
6. I ____________________ my friend in a restaurant yesterday.

7. My boss always comes to work early because he believes that ________________________________________. 

8. The girl's father often says that ______________________ __________________ when she asks him for money.

9. ________________________________________ and a good idea or strong beliefs will defeat the strongest army. 

10. The dog _________________________ the bicycle.

11. The boy is ____________________________ a bad group of people.

12. The politician _______________________ and would not give his opinion about the tax issue.
	· money doesn't grow on trees

	
	· the early bird catches the worm

	
	· The pen is mightier than the sword

	
	· am broke

	
	· cover all of my bases

	
	· Hold your horses

	
	· ran along with

	
	· running around

	
	· ran around like a chicken with its head cut off

	
	· running around with

	
	· ran into

	
	· sat on the fence
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Matching

	1._____ Money doesn't grow on trees.
2._____ The early bird catches the worm.
3._____ The pen is mightier than the sword.
4._____ to be broke

5._____ to cover all of one's bases

6._____ to hold one's horses

7._____ to run along with (someone or something)

8._____ to run around (somewhere)
9._____ to run around like a chicken with its head cut off

10._____ to run around with (someone)

11._____ to run into (someone)
12._____ to sit on the fence
	a.) Arriving early gives one an advantage.

b.) Money is not easy to get and you must work hard for it.
c.) not making a clear choice regarding some issue

d.) to be friends and do things with someone or with a group

e.) to go to various places to do something

f.) to have no money

g.) to meet someone by chance
h.) to run around with what seems to be no purpose
i.) to run beside or at the same pace as someone or something
j.) to stop and wait patiently for someone or something

k.) to thoroughly prepare for or deal with a situation

l.) Writing and ideas are more powerful than the use of force.
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